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scheme for arming, under the guise of volunteers, the great
body of the republican and disaffected party in Ireland, and
placing them under leaders of their own opinions. An incendiary
address, urging the volunteers to arm, and to make Catholic
emancipation and the extension of the elective franchise to the
whole body of the people their leading objects, had been issued
by the United Irishmen in December 1792.1 In the following
February delegates from thirty-five volunteer companies, repre-
senting more than 2,000 men, had assembled at Antrim and
agreed on a scheme for a general arming of volunteers throughout
the kingdom, for the appointment of committees and officers to
direct them, and for the accamulation of military stores; and they
had issued a significant circular to all the volunteers of the coun-
try, recommending them not to publish any resolutions.2 In a
report drawn up in the following month by the House of Lords
it was stated that prayers for the success of the French arms
had been offered up at Belfast from the pulpit, in the presence of
military associations which had been newly raised in that town;
that bodies of men composed mostly of the lowest classes of the
people, and armed and disciplined under officers chosen by them-
selves, had been enrolled in different parts of the North; that
great supplies of arms and gunpowder had been collected and
were collecting at Belfast and Newry; that constant efforts were
made to seduce the soldiery and obtain military men to discipline
the new levies; that at Belfast bodies of men were drilled and
exercised almost every night for several hours by candlelight.
The declared object of these military bodies, the report said,
was to procure a reform of Parliament, but there was an obvious
intention to overawe the Parliament and the Government, and
hopes were held out of assistance by a French descent upon
Ireland.3 The establishment in Dublin of national guards
closely imitated from those in France has been already men-
tioned, and the formation of similar bodies was contemplated at
Belfast, Derry, and Galway. In Dublin their suppression was
not effected without some difficulty; it was found necessary to
call out the troops, and the condition of Ulster in the spring of
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